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SUBJECT: HANDGUN EXPORTS TO THAILAND 

REFERENCE: (A) BANGKOK 16474 (15 OCT 74) 

(B) BANGKOK 1 1644 (18 JUN 75) 

1 . WE HAVE AGAIN REVIEWED SITUATION RE EXPORT OP HANDGUNS 
TO THAILAND POR COMMERCIAL RESALE IN LIGHT EXTENDED PREVIOUS 
EXCHANGES WITH EMBASSY INVOLVING REPTELS. WHILE WE HAVE 
NO PARTICULAR PROBLEM WITH POSITION TAKEN BY EMBASSY AND 
RECOGNIZE THAT EMBASSY IS MONITORING SITUATION CLOSELY, 

WE HAVE TIGHTENED UP PROCEDURES BY REQUIRING VALID LETTER 
ORDER, PRIOR TO ISSUANCE ANY LICENSE POR EXPORT OP HAND- 
GUNS TO ANY DESTINATION INCLUDING THAILAND POR COMMERCIAL 
RESALE. WE HAVE CONSIDERED ATTEMPTING TO REDUCE EXPORTS TO 
A PIGURE BASED ON PRIOR YEARS OR SOME OTHER PORMULA. HOW- 
EVER, THIS COULD PLACE US IN POSITION OP ASSIGNING QUOTAS 
TO MANUFACTURERS/EXPORTERS, AND POSSIBLY EVEN TO IMPORTERS, 
WHICH WOULD BE AN ADMINISTRATIVE NIGHTMARE. (APPLICATIONS 
RECEIVED IN THE PERIOD 29-31 JULY TOTAL OVER 2300 HANDGUNS 
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PLUS SOME AMMUNITION). 
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2. ACCORDINGLY, IN ORDER TO FI II I FILL RESPONSIBILITY TO 
CONTROL EXPORT OE MUNITIONS, EFEECTIVE IMMEDIATELY, DEPART- 
MENT WILL NOT CONSIDER ANY APPLICATIONS EOR EXPORT OE 
HANDGUNS TO THAILAND UNLESS THEY ARE ACCOMPANIED BY A EIRM 
ORDER AND DOCUMENTATION SHOWING THAT THE RTG APPROVES, OR 
HAS NO OBJECTION TO THE SPECIEIC PROPOSED IMPORTATION. 
DOCUMENTATION MAY CONSIST OE IMPORT LICENSE OR OTHER 
OEFICIAL DOCUMENTATION RTG MAY ELECT TO PROVIDE. 

3. YOU MAY WISH TO ADVISE APPROPRIATE RTG OFEICIALS OE 
THIS PROCEDURE SINCE IMPORTERS WILL BE SEEKING NECESSARY 
DOCUMENTATION SHORTLY. INGERSOLL 
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